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1. USDOC WASHINGTON REPORTS NO AVAILABLE INFORMATION ON 
CONSORTIUM. (SEE PARA EIGHT BELOW) 

2. MR. MERLIN TAYLOR, WHO IS TRAINING MANAGER OF CINCINNATI 
CONSORTIUM AND ALSO ASSISTANT TO PRESIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
UNION OF BRICKLAYERS AND ALLIED CRAFTSMEN (ALSO LISTED AS 
MEMBER OF CONSORTIUM), PAID CALL ON SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO 
THE SECRETARY AND COORDINATOR INTERNATIONAL LABOR AFFAIRS 
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(S/IL) ON APRIL 15, 1977. ALSO IN ATTENDANCE WAS OFFICER 
FROM AF/W AND AF LABOR ADVISOR. 

3. TAYLOR DISCUSSED THE CONSORTIUM'S INVOLVEMENT WITH 
NIGERIA EXPLAINING ITS INTEREST IN CONSTRUCTING A 150-BED 
HOSPITAL WITH CLINICAL AND EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES LOCATED 
IN KADUNA. ESTIMATED COST OE PROJECT IS DOES 30 MILLION. 
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TAYLOR SAID FMG PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN PROEESSIONAL 
TRAINING PROGRAM EOR TRADESMEN WHO WOULD CONSTRUCT HOSPITAL 
AND SUBSEQUENT IN-COUNTRY PROJECTS. TAYLOR SAID CONSORTIUM 
REPRESENTATIVE MET IN DECEMBER 1976 WITH EEDERAL MIN PUBLIC 

WORKS OFFICIALS IN LONDON WHO DEMONSTRATED INTEREST IN 
CONSORTIUM PROPOSAL. CONSORTIUM REPRESENTATIVE SUBSE- 
QUENTLY CONTACTED FMG COMMISSIONER FOR LABOR (WHILE IN 
LAGOS ABOUT SIX WEEKS AGO) WHO ALLEGEDLY REPLIED THAT HE 
EAGER RECEIVE VISIT SOONEST. 

4. TAYLOR EXPLAINED JOB TRAINING ELEMENT OF CONSORTIUM'S 
PROPOSAL WOULD BE CARRIED OUT PARTLY IN US AND PARTLY IN 
NIGERIA BY BRICKLAYERS AND ALLIED CRAETSMEN UNION. TRAIN- 
ING BY UNIONS IS FREQUENT PROCEDURE IN US PARTICULARLY 

IN BUILDING TRADES. 

5. S/IL AND AE OFFICERS BRIEFED TAYLOR ON GENERAL POLITICAL/ 
ECONOMIC/LABOR TRENDS IN NIGERIA STRESSING NEED FOR ANY 
FOREIGN INTEREST TO PROCEED WITH CAUTION IN LABOR FIELD. 

TAYLOR EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT EMG MIGHT MISINTERPRET 
INVOLVEMENT OF US UNIONS IN NIGERIA AS ATTEMPT TO IN- 
FLUENCE AND/OR ORGANIZE NIGERIAN WORKERS. TAYLOR STRESSED 
THAT THIS NOT RPT NOT THE CONSORTIUM'S/UNION'S INTENT. 

6. S/IL PROMISED TO STUDY MATERIALS TAYLOR LEFT DESCRIBING 
NIGERIAN PROPOSAL AND COMPOSITION OF CONSORTIUM AND TO 
ADVISE TAYLOR AS TO PROCEEDING FURTHER. COPY OF CON- 
SORTIUM'S MAILGRAM TO EMBASSY RECEIVED HERE SUBSEQUENT 
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TO APRIL 15 TAYLOR- S/IL MEETING. 

7. DEPARTMENT HAS NO REASON TO OBJECT TO EMBASSY'S MAKING 
APPOINTMENT EOR MAXFIELD WITH COMMISSIONER OF LABOR 
BASED UPON WHAT WE NOW KNOW OF CONSORTIUM'S PLANS. SUGGEST, 
HOWEVER, IF YOU INTEND SENDING POSITIVE REPLY TO MAXEIELD, 

THAT YOU URGE HIM FIRST APPEAR AT EMBASSY EOR BRIEFING. 

WE INTEND SO INEORM TAYLOR AT WASHINGTON, D.C., ADDRESS. 

WE UNDERSTAND MAXFIELD MAY INVITE LABOR MIN. TO VISIT 
US TO STUDY PROPOSAL FURTHER. 

8. QUICK CHECK BY USDOC CINCINNATI DISTRICT OEFICE ON 
CONSORTIUM REVEALS ONLY THAT GROUP WAS FORMED ABOUT 7 
MONTHS AGO EOR PURPOSE OE DOING INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS. 

ONE MEMBER GROUP CLAIMS CONTINENTAL ILLINOIS BANK AND 
TRUST HAS AGREED PROVIDE CONSORTIUM WITH DOES 2 MILLION 
LINE OF CREDIT BUT BANK NOT ABLE TO CONFIRM THIS IM- 
MEDIATELY. SAME MEMBER OF GROUP SAYS AVERAGE EXPERIENCE 
OF FIRMS COMPRISING CONSORTIUM TOTALS 20 YEARS. CIN- 
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CINNATI CONSORTIUM UNKNOWN TO CINCINNATI CHAMBER OF COM- 
MERCE. MEMBERS OF CONSORTIUM FOLLOWS: 

A) ARCHITECTS: 

CARL C. BANKEMPER AND ASSOCIATES, COVINGTON, KENTUCKY; 

F. W. PRESSLER AND ASSOCIATES, CINCINNATI, OHIO; 

SULLIVAN, BODE, RUNCK AND ASSOCIATES, INC., CINCINNATI, OHIO; 
WINKLER, RANCK, BEEGHLY AND MAXFIELD, HAMILTON, OHIO. 

B) ENGINEERS; 

MAXFIELD, EDWARDS AND BACKER, COVINGTON, KENTUCKY; 
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G. J. THELEN, COVINGTON, KENTUCKY; 

LOOMIS ENGINEERING COMPANY, COVINGTON, KENTUCKY; 

JOHN R. SANSALONE AND COMPANY, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

C) CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS; 

BUILDING CRAFTS, INC., NEWPORT, KENTUCKY; 

TECHNICAL SERVICES, INC., CINCINNATI, OHIO 

D) TRAINING MANAGERS; 

BECKER ELECTRIC COMPANY, CINCINNATI, OHIO; 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF BRICKLAYERS AND ALLIED CRAFTSMEN, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

9. MATERIALS ON CINCINNATI CONSORTIUM BEING AIR POUCHED 
TO EMBASSY. RESULTS OF FURTHER BACKGROUND CHECKS WILL 
BE MADE AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY UPON RECEIPT BY DEPARTMENT. 
VANCE 
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